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as well as the right to a fair trial and to protection against unreasonable
searches and seizures. They include prisoners of the gulag who re-
mained devoted to liberty despite suffering hunger, torture, and long
periods of solitary confinement; and they include selfless religious
leaders such as Father Jerzy Popieluszko of Poland, Cardinal Josef
Mindszenty of Hungary, and Cardinal Josyf Slipyj of Ukraine, who in-
spired countless others by their unshakeable belief in the God-given
rights and dignity of the human person. From broadcasters at the Voice
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, who pierced the Iron
Curtain with words of hope and truth, to freedom-fighters in Nicaragua
and other Latin American countries who led popular resistance to local
despots and to political and military interference from Cuba and the
Soviet Union—the men and women whom we remember this week
never lost their faith in freedom and in the inevitable triumph of lib-
erty and justice.
As we recall all those who labored and sacrificed to hasten the demise
of imperial communism and to liberate the world's captive nations, we
must also remember those peoples who remain subject to regimes that
continue to deny basic human rights in stark violation of both the let-
ter and the spirit of international human rights agreements, as well as
fundamental standards of morality. The United States will continue to
speak out against egregious human rights violations in Cuba and else-
where, and we shall continue to warn the world's newly emerging de-
mocracies against another kind of subjugation: the tyranny of ethnic
hatred and nationalist rivalries. History has shown how these evils can
produce their own form of captivity: a vicious cycle of violence, politi-
cal repression, and economic stagnation and loss. As this observance
of Captive Nations Week reminds us, freedom and peace are precious
blessings that require the faith, the will, and the wherewithal to pre-
serve and strengthen them.
The Congress, by Joint Resolution approved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat.
212), has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclama-
tion designating the third week in July of each year as "Captive Na-
tions Week."
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning July 12, 1992, as
Captive Nations Week. I call on all Americans to observe this week
with appropriate ceremonies and activities in celebration of the growth
of liberty and democracy around the world and in recognition of the
need for continued vigilance and resolve in the defense of human
rights.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth
day of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-two,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and seventeenth.
GEORGE BUSH
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